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Project 
Description

On May 10, 2019, traveling educators from the University of Pennsylvania 

Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology International Traveling Classroom 

Program came to Mary C. Howse Elementary School to deliver the primary 

content for the third grade Ancient Civilizations Day.

The instructors presented a grade-wide presentation on ancient civilizations 

along with three rotations of class-sized workshops aligned with the WCASD 

Third Grade Social Studies Curriculum objectives on Ancient Civilizations.

These interactive programs were a key part of an all-day program called 

Ancient Civilizations Day that all third grade students participated in at Mary 

C. Howse.  This special educational day is the culminating event of the 

students’ 4-6 week unit on Ancient Civilizations which included Ancient 

Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, Egypt, and China.  This day provided an 

opportunity for the classroom lectures and lessons the students have been 

learning for weeks prior to this day to “come to life” as they learn about, 

question, and explore  some of the key concepts, customs, and objects of these 

civilizations.  



Whole Grade Assembly - Dr. Steven Phillips

Dr. Steve, research coordinator for the Penn 

Museum,  presented his presentation “Is 

Archaeology really like Indiana Jones?” to the 

entire third grade.

Dr. Steve wanted to impress upon the students 

that a lot of work goes into finding the artifacts 

that are studied and then presented in 

museums.  He also wanted the children to 

know that mummies are not scary and can give 

us a tremendous amount of information about 

the past.



Workshop Rotations - Egyptian Artifacts

Dr. Steve presented a workshop on artifacts 

from Ancient Egypt.  

All of the artifacts are reproductions of those 

on exhibit at the University of Penn Museum.

The students were able to investigate the 

objects, make hypotheses, and learn more 

about archaeology and ancient Egyptian 

culture.



Workshop Rotation - Chinese Culture and 
Animal Symbolism

Haibin Weschler from Penn Museum’s International 

Classroom presented on Chinese Culture.  Students 

learned about 4 animals (real and imaginary) that are 

important to Chinese people.  These animals carry many 

symbolic meanings in Chinese culture.

Weschler also brought small replicas of these animals and 

had the children reflect on their learning by identifying 

the characteristics, symbolism, and material of each 

animal statue.



Workshop Rotation - Ancient Civilizations 
Architecture

Third Grade Teacher, Miss Cotellese, lead a 

workshop on the architectural styles of Ancient 

Greece, Rome, and Egypt.  

The students were tasked to create a building 

similar to those found during ancient times.  

Students used blocks, teamwork, and trial and 

error to build pyramids, domes, and arches.



Ancient Civilizations Day Finale - Belly Dancing

Half of the Third Grade gathered in the cafeteria with Laura 

Schofield, YMCA instructor, to learn some belly dancing 

techniques.

Historically, dance has always been an important part of Arabic 

culture.  Belly dancing is thought to have descended from 

ancient Egypt and is considered the oldest known dance by 

some experts.

Ms. Schofield taught the kids small steps of the dance and then 

slowly combined them to dance to the song “Walk Like An 

Egyptian.



Students engaged in a cooperative activity in 

which they had to bring everyone onto their 

“boats” without falling into the “Nile River” which 

was “filled with crocodiles.”

Ancient Civilizations Day Finale - 
Team-building game: Cross the Nile


